June 21, 2016

the lives of thousands for the betterment of
our District and Nation; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Mrs. Yulinda Cook
on her retirement and to wish her well in her
new endeavors; now therefore, I, HENRY C.
“HANK” JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby proclaim Feb-
ruary 27, 2016 as Mrs. Yulinda Cook Day in
the 4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 27th day of February, 2016.

————

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PRINCE WILLIAM
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF FIRE
AND RESCUE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2016

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the Prince William County Depart-
ment of Fire and Rescue on its 50th anniver-
sary and to commend the men and women
who have selflessly served in the Department
during its history.

What is now the third largest career fire de-
partment in the Commonwealth of Virginia
began in 1966 with the hiring of Phil Ponder
from Dumfries as the first paid firefighter and
Shelby Jones of Williamsburg as the first fire
marshal in the county. Later that year, Mr.
Jones was appointed Director of Fire and Res-
cue Services, the equivalent of today’s Depart-
ment Chief. Prior to 1966, the local community
relied solely upon the Occoquan-Woodbridge-
Lorton Volunteer Fire Department that was
formed in approximately 1938 out of necessity
because there were no fire and rescue serv-
ices offered between the cities of Alexandria
and Fredericksburg.

Since its inception, the Prince William De-
partment of Fire and Rescue has led the way.
In 1967, Prince William County became the
first jurisdiction on the East Coast to imple-
ment the 911 System. That same year, Prince
William became the first county in the Com-
monwealth and the National Capital Region to
implement a physical ability exam for career
firefighters. In 1994, Mary Beth Michos was
hired as Chief; and became the first female
fire and rescue chief of a metro-sized depart-
ment. The Prince William County Department
of Fire and Rescue continues to maintain one
of the most progressive combination fire de-
partments in the country and its legacy of
“firsts” continues. It is one of only three juris-
dictions in the Commonwealth of Virginia with
delegated training authority granted by the Vir-
ginia Department of Fire Programs.

Always on the front lines, the Prince William
County Department of Fire and Rescue came
to the aid of those directly impacted by the
tragic events of September 11th in New York
City and at the Pentagon. When tragedy
struck again in 2005, Prince William fire pro-
tection personnel swung into action to provide
assistance to the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

The Department of Fire and Rescue is com-
prised of three sections: community safety, op-
erations, and support systems. At the time of
the Department’'s founding, approximately
50,000 people lived in Prince William County.
Today, the Department of Fire and Rescue ef-
fectively serves a population of 432,000 with a
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staff of 555 uniformed and 60 civilian per-
sonnel providing around the clock services
from 21 fire stations in a county spanning 348
square miles. In 2015, the Department re-
sponded to approximately 48,000 calls, and it
recently broke ground for Station 26, which is
expected to open in mid-2017.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize
the Prince William County Department of Fire
and Rescue as it celebrates 50 years of serv-
ice to the residents of the county. | thank the
brave men and women of the Department as
well as its leadership for their tireless commit-
ment to public safety and the protection of
lives and property in Prince William County.

————

RECOGNIZING THE NATIVE
DAUGHTERS OF THE GOLDEN
WEST

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2016

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor the Native Daughters
of the Golden West non-profit organization by
proclaiming June 21, 2016 as Native Daugh-
ters of the Golden West Day.

The Native Daughters of the Golden West
was founded on September 11, 1886 in Jack-
son, California by Lilly O’Reichling. The non-
profit Mutual Benefit Corporation of Women
was established on the principles of love of
the home, devotion to the flag of our country,
veneration of the pioneers of California, and
an abiding faith in the existence of God.

The Native Daughters of the Golden West
will be celebrating its 130th year of admirable
work for our great State of California. They
have grown to over 4,500 dedicated members
and 80 Parlors throughout the Golden State.
The society remains true visionaries and con-
tinues to be one of many stable and thriving
women’s non-profit organizations.

The Native Daughters of the Golden West
offers its members a variety of valuable chari-
table organizations including, but not limited
to, children’s foundations, veterans’ welfare,
education and scholarships, and mission res-
toration.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
commending the Native Daughters of the
Golden West upon this important milestone
and for their exuberance and dedication to our
State of California.

————

TRIBUTE TO POLICE CHIEF WILLIS
D. BOOTH

HON. DAVID W. JOLLY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2016

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to rec-
ognize a man who served his community of
Clearwater, Florida for many years, former
Clearwater Police Chief Willis D. Booth.
Former Chief Booth is being inducted into the
Florida Law Enforcement Officers Hall of
Fame.

Chief Booth was born November 12, 1924
in Safety Harbor, Florida and is the great
grandson of the man credited to be the first
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settler of Pinellas County peninsula, Mr. Count
Odet Phillipe. Chief Booth graduated from
Clearwater High School in 1942 and started
his career in law enforcement September 6th,
1947.

It did not take long for Chief Booth to rise
through the ranks. He was promoted to Ser-
geant on August 16th, 1949 and subsequently
enrolled and graduated from the Southern Po-
lice Institute in 1953. Four years later, on July
28th, 1953, he advanced to the status of Cap-
tain. During this time, Booth was the man ev-
eryone could rely on filling in for any position
when necessary, including as Senior Captain
and Acting Chief when the acting officers were
unavailable. Finally, when his predecessor,
Chief Irving Dribben retired, Chief Booth was
chosen to succeed him and became Chief on
November 4th, 1957.

While Chief Booth was the Chief of Police
for 11 years, he was a member of numerous
groups and committees. He was a member of
the International Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice and was a part of the Public Relations
Committee in 1963. Additionally, he served on
the Membership Committee and on the Re-
gional Committee on Education and Training
for Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. He was
also on the Board of Directors of the Florida
Police Chiefs Association, Tampa Bay Area
Chiefs of Police Association, and served as
president for both.

In 1968, Chief Booth retired from his role in
the Clearwater Police Department to accept
the position of Assistant Director of the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement and to con-
tinue making a difference in communities
around the state. | want to thank Former Chief
Willis Booth for his years of service to our
community as a member of Florida Law En-
forcement. | ask that this body join me in rec-
ognizing his service and congratulating him on
a distinguished career. He is an important part
of the history of Pinellas County and is most
deserving of his induction into the Florida Law
Enforcement Officers Hall of Fame.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MRS. JULIA AARON
HUMBLES

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2016

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
present the following U.S. Citizen of Distinc-
tion:

Whereas, our lives have been touched by
the life of Mrs. Julia Aaron Humbles, who
gave of herself in order for others to stand;
and

Whereas, her dedicated service is present
in New Orleans, Louisiana and Metropolitan
Atlanta, for all to see her as an unwavering
advocate of justice for the youth, the elderly,
the poor and the downtrodden; and

Whereas, this remarkable, positive woman
with a beautiful smile gave of herself, her time
and her talent; never asking for fame or for-
tune but only to uplift those in need; and

Whereas, she led by example from behind
the scenes, and was on the frontline for our
nation; she was an original Freedom Rider in
the 1960s, an active member of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), a member of the Congress
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